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RUSSIAN THEOSOPHICALHISTORY

As promisedinlastmonth’'s HCT, the following article by
Dmitri Popov, Chairman of the Russian Theosophical Society,
tells of that Society and its history, from the time of its
foundation during Tsarist times, through the period of total
suppression during the Soviet period, to its present rebirth:

The restoration of one of the oldest of all Russian spiritual
and educational organizations - The Russian Theosophical
Society - took place in Moscow on January 8, 1991.

This eventwas atrue festival of the spirit for all those who
remained loyal to the ideals of Theosophy and to its high
Teachers, and who secretly preserved this loyalty in their hearts
through decades of prohibition, persecution, and misery.

Indeed, evenfive years ago we could not have dreamt that
this renewal was possible. And now almost two years have
passed, during which we have labored for the regeneration of
the broad educational and charitable work that was conducted
by the Society until 1917.

I would like to tellmy colleagues and friends abroad about
our life, to share with them our joy of success, and to discuss
our plans and problems, in the hope of establishing bonds of
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friendship and cooperation, inthe true spirit of
brotherhood that was taught to us by our Legalization was possible only by

Founders. acceding to demands of the authorities to
change and reword some of the main sections
First, a bit of history. of the by-laws. Only then was the Society

accepted and legally registered.
Just as in Europe and America,
Theosophy in Russia has deep historical roots  But even after this, many attempts by the
that can be traced to the activities of certaBociety to sent delegates to international
religious, mystical, and esoteric organization§heosophical conferences were blocked.
and also to some of the great philosophieske¥en so, despite the many obstacles raised by
previous centuries. imperial laws and the bureaucracy, the Russian
Theosophical Society found understanding
The history of Theosophical thought irand support from Adyar.
Russia is a compelling topic, and |, as a
researcher, am mostinterestedinit. The International Headquarters recog-
nized the Russian Theosophical Society as a
The Russian Theosophical Society, amtional section. Credit for thisis due to Annie
the Russian branch of the Society foundedBesant, whose attention and care were always
the United States by Madame Blavatsky ared great support for us. Her letters and
Colonel Olcott, began its official existence imstructions were published regularly onthe
1908, after almost ten years of effort on tHest pages of our magazine, The Theosophical
part of many students and followers in groupdessenger.
everywhere in the country. The firstand only
head ofthe Society, untilitwasforcibly closed  During its ten years of activity, the
in 1918, was Anna Kamensky. Society was able to broaden its work.
Branches, sections, and lodges of the Society
It was not easy for a Theosophicakere founded in St. Petersburg, Moscow,
organization to obtain legal registration duringiev, Warsaw, Kaluga, Smolensk, and in
the time of the Russian Empire, with its officiabther cities of the Empire.
state orthodoxy and its strict internal policies.
Serious work was accomplished by such
One could not even think of registeringrders as the Order of Spiritual Knights, in
the Society as a branch of an internationahich a chief method of training was by
organization with headquarters abroad - trepiritual practice through art.
was strictly prohibited by law. [continued on page 5]



REPORT: T.S.A. ELECTION ‘93
Inareply to Carl Stillman dated Jan. 14
We have received a letter from Adm'93 (attachment A to the above letter),
(Ret) Carl Stillman, addressed “To th®orothy Abbenhouse stated tersely that “your
Membership of The Theosophical Society iletters (dated Jan. 11 and 12, 1993) did not
America” under thetitle “A Callto Action.” contain a valid nominating petition.” No
reason or further clarification was offered.
As the primary issue in the letter, Adm.
Stillman cites the “unopposed status” ofthe  Under “COMMENT” added to “attach-
present candidate for National President[Johrent A”; Stillman states that the five and fifty
Algeo] and urges members “to contact th@ominating signatures requirement was met.
Society’s officers and Director from theilith regard to the additional qualifications
district and demand that Bing’s name hienposed on presidential candidates resulting
placed onthe ballot...” from the referendum approved by the
membership after the 1990 election; Stillman
In the dispute between supporters oéferred to a letter to President Abbenhouse
Bing Escuderoandthe T.S.A. Administratiorirom Delbert Pelton, an attorney and former
the key issue appears to be whether Bing aember of the T.S.A. judiciary committee, as
been “properly nominated” in accordance witvell as present judiciary committee member
the Society’s by-laws, as Stillman claims arehd attorney, Brant Jackson, both of whom
the Administration denies. (Stilman says) held that the by-law
amendments passed in the 1990 referendum
From the evidence that is available tdid not apply to Bing's presidential candidacy
HCT, itappearsthat; (a) the petition nominatirifhe were already a candidate for the office.
Bing as a candidate for president did have the
required signatures of five nominatingmembers  In his COMMENT, Stillman adds;
plus those offifty additional members, allin goodBing) Escuderalid become a candidate for
standing, and was received by headquartéme 1993 election immediately after his defeat
before Jan. 15, ‘93. onMay 11, 1990, with the by-law change not
becoming effective untilafew months later.”
As to whether; (b) the additional
requirements imposed on candidates as a [Just how Bing was entered as a
result of by-law changes passed following th@residential candidate at thattime in 1990 is
1990 election apply in the present dispute, not apparent from the documentation now
whether Bing has satisfied them, is the questianailable to the HCT. ed]
now being debated.
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The second issue addressed in Adnie Board to ignore Adm. Stillman’s petition
Stillman’s letter is the matter of the 32orthe 32 by-law changes, in addition to its
proposed changes to the Society’s by-lawgfusal to enter Bing as a candidate in the 1993
submitted by him on Mar. 27, 1992. presidential election, that led himto seek a

courtinjunction as aremedy for these matters.

In attachment D, President Abbenhoude order to obtain such aninjunction, legally, he
in a letter to Adm. Stillman dated Oct.2%ad first to file a lawsuit making a specific
1992, states; “The By-Laws Committee is inpomplaint.
the midst of reviewing the entire by-laws of the
American Section, with aviewto proposing  The lawsuit, filed by Adm. Stillman on
any changes which seem appropriatéeb. 8, ‘93, demands that Bing Escudero’s
including many of those which you haveame appear on the ballot (as candidate for
submitted. Thisis a lengthy undertaking arféresident) and also that the 32 proposed
will require many months of review by thechanges to the T.S.A. by-laws, submitted by
Board, presentation to the members f&tillman to the Board of Directors on March
comments and final submission for votind27, 1992 be presented to the membershipina
There is no way in which we feel the need teferendum.
short-circuit this thoughtful process for any one
consideration. We have discussed thiswith  In his decision of Feb. 19. ‘93, the Judge
you many times and find nothing requiring thef U.S. District Court, Atlanta Division ruled
type of action you suggest. ...” that “Plaintiff has not set forth sufficient facts to

enable the Court to determine whether the

In his COMMENT, Stillman charges;Court has subject matter jurisdiction over the
“President Abbenhouse’s rejection of the 32ntroversy, or whether the Court has
proposed amendments to the Society’s Byersonal jurisdiction over the defendant
Laws, as submitted for Referendum vote vi@resident Abbenhouse).”
the “initiative’ process by the required 25
members, is in clear violation of Sect. 1 (b) of  Although the injunction was not granted,
By-Law XIII. ... 30 of the 32 proposedneither was Stillman’s lawsuit dismissed as
changes had been offered to the Administnequested by President Abbenhouse’s attor-
tion forcommentin my Jan 31, 1992 letter ney. The lawsuitremains on the court’s active
and no acknowledgement as to their receigdlendar at this time.
until President Abbenhouse’s Oct. 29, 1992
letter.” Editor’s note: Itis owing to the total lack

of communication by the T.S.A. Administra-

Itwas in the light of the evident intent otion to its own membership regarding these
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maitters and their relevant details that The Higiephew, Andrey Gnezdilov, is chairman of the
Country Theosophist has felt it right an&t. Petersburg branch of our present Society.
proper to become involved.
Members of the groups and lodges of
Itis in the interests dfruthand in the thattime studied the basic Theosophical texts:
service of the larger purposes for which thene Secret Doctrine, Light on the Pagthgl
Theosophical Society was established in 1826 the Feet of the Masteall of which had
that we do so. We believe that these issuesh@en translated into Russian.
relevant to the movement as awhole and that
they have historical significance. Much work was done to publish the
major Theosophical texts, books by H.P.B.,
Inthe interests of fairess and adherenBgsant, Krishnamurti, Scar, Pascal, and
to the high standards of Theosophical ethigghers.
we promise to print all viewpoints submitted in
this matter, reserving the rightonly toavoidthe ~ Books by the active Russian Theoso-

printing of unsupported hearsay and persorilists, Kamensky, Pisareva, Ouspensky,
attacks. Stranden, and others were published.

The work of the Society was facilitated
by their own publishing houses in St.
Petersburg and Kaluga.

RUSSIAN THEOSOPHICAL HISTORY
[cONT. FROMPAGE 2] By 1918 about fifty titles had been
published, and about eighty more were ready
Confessional drawings, inthe formofthéor printing. In 1918 the first bookshop
knight's shield, for example, were diaries afpecializing in Theosophy was opened.
the soul expressed in deep and heartfelt
images. The Society’s magazine, The Theo-
sophical Messenger, became well-known
Theseimages, born as expressions of h@ong the Russian intelligentsia.
deepestfeelings, intheir turn influenced their
creators in the sacred search for self- Soonthere were two national and three
knowledge and self-renewal. local magazines, one of them for children. One
of the Society’s main efforts was to establish
Ataconference in Alolzene lastyear, orieheosophical public libraries.
could see adiary containing such drawings that
belonged to Leonid Slobodinsky, whose
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In addition to these works and the inneghe directorship of Lydia Armandt, whose
work, much active lecturing took place, witldiaries filled with important historical informa-
the purpose of disseminating the bastmon, are inthe possession of her grandson, a
Theosophical ideas among the populace. member of the Lourie lodge.

The fine arts as ameans of expressing One of Russia’s leading chemists, who
spiritual creativity was given much attentiorpassed away last year, taught in the Armandt
Literary events, concerts, and exhibits wesehool.
organized, and classes were conducted.

Folklore and local arts and crafts were In general, the ideas promoted by the
promoted, both as repositories of the secr&sissian Theosophical Society had a strong
of The Ancient Wisdom and as a means offluence on the development of Russian
mastering them. culture inthe early years of this century.

One of the brightest and most active  Manyrenowned cultural figures, such as
members of the Society was afamous violinigtpnstantin Tsiolkovsky, Nicholas Roerich,
Anna Unkovsky, who studied theories aflexander Scriabin, Maximilian Voloshin,
esoteric connections between color, sourfifirim Sorokin, and Piotr Ouspensky were all
and numbers, and discovered ways of thdiheosophists.
practical application to music.

In 1918, after the revolution, the Society,

Her achievements were demonstratedtaether with all other religious, philosophic,
many concerts, and she taught her ideas to#imel spiritual organizations, was closed by the
young. state authorities.

Many members of the Society applied  The headquarters of the Society and the
their energies and knowledge to the needdotal branches were destroyed and their
education, and produced detailed studiesmissessions confiscated.
theory and practice in this field.

Nevertheless, as remembered now by

Schools and boarding schools wersurvivors fromthose early days, the firstyears
founded, some working with children from thafter the revolution were somehow “golden
firstdays oftheir lives. years” for the Society.

One such school, akind of educational  The strict regime of the Empire, which
colony, was established near Moscow undead regulated everything in the nation’s life,
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had passed; the new totalitarian authority hatieosophists of the Russian emigre commu-
not yet gained enough strength, and waty.

occupied with matters far more urgent than

regulating the spiritual life and thinking ofits ~~ The emigration caused a breach in the
citizens. Those were years of relative freedo®ociety, with little or no contact between those
intoxicating and full of hope. who left and those who remained.

It was true that the Society had lostits  The main center of the Society abroad
quarters, libraries, publishing rights, andias established in Geneva, where much
printing houses, and general rights to condymsitive work was performed atleastinto the
any public activities. sixties. We can find no trace of them after that.

Yettheinner life ofthe Society, itsgroups | would like to take this opportunity to
and its lodges, was intensified, and escapagpeal to those who may have any information
the attention of the authorities. or materials relating to this center and its work

- or that of any other centers - to help us in our

Thus, in spite of official prohibition, theresearch.

Society did not even consider the need to

dissolveitself. Butthenthefirstwave ofarrests  In Russia, the Theosophical Society

engulfed them. Some were soon freed if thegmained illegal. Sophia Gerrie became head

were determined not to represent any reafl the Moscow Society, replacing A.

danger to the state, and this seemed to fd€amensky. In the late twenties a new wave of

their hopes. arrests began, and the losses to the Society
were grave.

However, after their victory in the Civil
War, the newly strengthened government All those members who had been
began to pay closer attention to establishing@sested were accused again of participationin
ideological and spiritual dictatorship. A masgrohibited activities.
deportation and emigration of the indepen-
dent-thinking intelligentsiabegan, aclearsign  Large numbers were exiled to Siberia for
to the resistors that a time of terror wamany years, and few survived. Atime of great
approaching. cruelty ensued with laws and regulations of a

Many of the leaders of the variouseverity beyond understanding for people who
Theosophical groups began to leave tave notexperienced them.
country; among them A. Kamensky and E.

Pisareva, who became influential among One careless word spoken in a private
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conversation, one incautious act, could leaddad tests. Those who perished were true
great suffering, even loss of life. heroes of honor and spirit.

The members of the Society couldexist ~ Completely cut off from the world, facing
only in strictly secret circles of those few wha darkness that continued to celebrate its
had known one another for a long time andctory, those who persisted in their dedication
could trust one another absolutely. to their highest aspirations could not have been

without support fromthose whomthey served.

They gathered around the brightestand
most courageous, such as Sophia Gerrie, who Letters and instructions were transmitted
until her death remained the chairwoman ofiuring those times from the Highest Source
barely-living, almost mortally-wounded, orthrough Concordia Antanova, Olga
ganization. Other leaders were A. Chekhov@bnorsky, and others. This material is now
K. Antarova, and Y. Lourie. part of the treasured core of our Society’s

archive.

The more suffocating the darkness
surrounding them became, the more the flame  The section, Voice of the Silence, which
of dedication and spiritual toilwas nourishediis a part of our restored Messenger of
the hearts of this smallband of heroes.  Theosophy magazine, will make public

portions of this heritage of our Society.

Itwould be blasphemous to suggest that
the suffering in prisons and labor campswasan During these years of suppression, the
important school of life for those who weré&ociety’s activities, underground and secret,
condemnedtoit. Yet, none of these peopleere continued by the small remaining number
complained, none of them abandoned of members. The work of translation of the
forgot their own principles. writings of H.P.B., Olcott, Jinaradasa,

Krishnamurti, Wood, and Van der Loo

Onthe contrary, itwas in those placesontinued. The books that miraculously
that they came to understand the grandeur anavived all the attempts at destruction and
power of their ideals.ltis true, of course, tha@bnfiscation and those that were smuggled into
those who remained “free” were not leading@ur country from abroad, were laboriously
better life. All that affected the prisonergopied by hand and passed around from
affected themin equal measure. member to member.

New generations, children and grand-

The terrible period from the thirtieschildren of the first Theosophists, arrived to
through the fifties brought the most severe triat®ntinue the work. New seekers came to the
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groups that metin crowded apartments. the horizon. “Religious propaganda’ remained
acrime, and was severely punished.
The severity of the outer life only
intensified the spiritual experiences, whose Indeed, any kind of spiritual activity, such
inner flame found expression in the arts araé the distribution of literature or even a
other creative work. This was a truly uniqumeeting in a private apartment, was classified
wave of elevated spiritual creativity blessed hynder this “crime.”
the revelation of Divine Wisdom.
Itis strange to remember now how, many
The poetry of Yevgenia Dementieva angears ago, we would come to our meetings not
Yekaterina Timofeeva, the novel “Two Lives'together but one at atime, and would leave in
by Concordia Antarova, music and paintingbe same way; how we could not permit
by Victor Chernovolenko and Boris Smirnoveurselves even one careless word when
Rusetsky, formed portions of the so-callespbeaking on our own phones; how we could
“Golden Treasure” of Russian Theosophyotreveal any of ourideas to even close friends
This flame shines even today in the creatiae relatives.
work of their descendants.
Another category of crime, the most
The “Khrushchev thaw” of the late fiftiesdangerous of all, was the distribution of typed
and sixties had no real effect on therxeroxed copiesofany previously-published
Theosophists, except perhaps in the fact thisgrature, spiritual or otherwise, as a violation
the anti-religious war became even mo@ the state monopoly controlling all publishing
intense, since the country was supposed todvel distribution of printed matter.
moving at last out of socialisminto a period of
communism, “free from allidealistic supersti-  Here we took the most serious risks and
tions and survivals of the past.” conducted operations that were like those of
underground resistance movements in 0OCCu-
Brezhnev's time was relatively morgpied countries.
peaceful for us — a true “period of
stagnation,” asitis called now. Many of us endured various ordeals,
such as questioning, arrests and detentions,
The state authorities were secure in theind our libraries were often confiscated.
control of ideology, and the terror of the past
decades became atortured memory. None of us could be sure that the next
day would be survived. Yet, during thistime
But there were still no new freedoms oimprisonment was not common. It was a
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difficult period, during which we could notof restoration of the Russian Theosophical
permit ourselves to even dream about ti8ociety, we saw as one of our first tasks the
freedoms we now have. need to include all those of the old members
who still remained, to adopt the original by-
Yet, there were certain advantages thiaiwvs of the Society (adapted only to conform
do not exist today. Our circle of co-workerto current law), and to preserve the true
was small and focused. The Theosophidehditions.
work required awillingnesstogive upmuchin  Now, having achieved its official status,
life, to always face the threat of losing one’'sur Society once again has the opportunity to
peace and quiet life, and for this reason ontpnduct educational work in the open.
those who were willing to face these threats,
forwhom Theosophy was their “daily bread,”  Much time and energy were devoted to
would join us. threading through all the bureaucratic
procedures, to finding suitable space, to
In contrast, during these recent years obtaining licenses for publishing, and to
greater freedom, we have had to deal with &ounding the magazine.
onslaught of idle curiosity, personal ambition,
eagerness to gain instant mastery and occult  Aterrible shortage of funds forced us to
powers, pseudo-spirituality, and even madpply for a bank loan, counting on future
ness - all of which obscured those few whncome from publishing activities to repay it.
desired a pure and true quest for Light.
Part of the money obtained from the
Thatis why, together with a liberatiorbank permitted us to accept the offer of space
fromideological totalitarianism, we have foundy one of the best Moscow -cultural
ourselves so concerned about the purity of aanganizations, the Palace of Culture.
ranks and the fate of our movementin Russia.
Through their kind hospitality and the
Beginning in 1990, there was an attempenerosity of their staff, we were able to open
by many to establish numerous pseudaiibrary, which is available six days a week,
Theosophical societies. These were popuntil very late hours.
lated by people with strange goals and odd
esoteric ideas, people who for no apparent It now contains almost one thousand
reason were attracted to the word “Theostitles, and adds steadily all the Theosophical
phy.” books that are now being published in our
country. We are deeply grateful to all our
Therefore, when we began the procefisends abroad who have sent us literature.
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Thisis extremely important for us. affiliated and independent groups.

We wantto express particular gratitude  We would be happy to welcome
to the Director of the Nicholas Roericirheosophists from abroad, so that they might
Museum in New York, Mr. Daniel Entin, who,see for themselves the progress made inthe
together with his colleagues, provided much céorganizing of the Russian Theosophical
the core of our library. Society.

Mr. Entin has beentravelingregularlyto  We recently mounted a traveling photo
Russia for many years; we are bound by oexhibit devoted to the life and work of H.P.B.;
long lasting friendship and cooperation, aritlvas shown in many cities.
are happy to have him as an honorary member
of the Central Council of our Society. An exhibition dedicated to the work of

the Roerichs has been prepared, and we are

Unfortunately, many of the rare Theonow working on an exhibition of the history of
sophical books are in private libraries, and ntvte Russian Theosophical Society.
available to the public. Producing photocopies
of these books is for us much too expensive. An exhibition of the art of Victor
One day, we hope to be able to purchas€hernovolenko, who was a prominent
photocopy machine, and the problem will bEheosophist, was a great success, and there
resolved. will soon be an exhibit of the artistic diaries of

Leonid Slobodinsky.

We are now able to regularly conduct
popular events, lectures, seminars and Alloureventsare recorded onvideo, so
workshops. that those who cannot attend them will later

have access to them.

Branches of the Society are now being
re-established in the same cities as before— A group of our members specializesin
St. Petersburg, Kaluga, and Smolensk — apobducing short films on Theosophical themes.
in other cities. There are now eight officialyA film director, Karina Dylanyan, has recently
registered lodges. In addition, many groug®mpleted a full-length biographical film about
without official affiliation with us have formed H.P. Blavatsky, the first ever in Russian.
in various parts of the country.

The Central Russian Television recently

In October we sponsored a conferent®oadcast a one hour film on H.P.B., the
to which were invited representatives of alhternational Theosophical Society, and our

11



Russian Theosophical Society. The response

was so positive that it has been shownthree Unfortunately, our own first attempt to

times. publish the two volumes of The Secret

Doctrine failed because of our extremely

We have begun research in the archivetarved financial situation. We had to search

of libraries throughout Russia to unearth dibr the least expensive printing house, and

published materials about the activities ddund one in Moldova, which atthe time was

Russian Theosophists. stillin the Soviet Union.

As of now, about twenty letters by = Our success was assured, but because
H.P.B. have beenfound, together with sevethk coup attempt of August, 1991, was quickly
totally forgotten articles by her that had bedollowed by the disintegration of the Soviet
publishedin Russia. Union, our order in Moldova, now an

independent country, was not honored. We

We are organizing a workshop anuere therefore unable to repay the fullamount
research center to conduct studies ofourbankloan, and were aboutto default.
Theosophical subjects.

Precisely at thattime, Daniel Entin and

We were able to prepare for publicatioRae Barkley, of the Nicholas Roerich
such fundamental sources Bse Secret MuseuminNew York, visited us in Moscow,
Doctrine The Voice of the Silendgghton and literally saved the Russian Theosophical
the Pathand, for the firsttime in Russian, sucBociety by donating the needed amount.
works as The Mahatma Lettersisis
Unveiled the third volume ofrhe Secret Because of this, our Society survived the
DoctrineandThe Theosophical Glossarycrisis, and even found itself with sufficient
all of which were translated in the seventiespaper to publish an edition of The Nightmare

Tales by H.P.B. Anindependent company,

Itis interesting to note that the interest iQuasar, which had helped us before, once
The Secret Doctrine has been so great that#tgain was able to help us to publish this book.
firsttwo volumes were published in Russiain
four editions totalling 250,000 copies, andthe  We believe thata major task that we face
demand s stillenormous. is to restore the original magazine of our

Society, The Theosophical Messenger. We

The Voice of the Silena&s published have worked on this for an entire year.
in a total of 500,000 copies, in at least ten  Itwould make no sense to describe here
different editions. allthe obstacles we had to overcome. Butthey
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were overcome, and our magazine is the beteiblishing house is our main concern today.
forit. We have no problems with preparing the
books for publication, and continue our
In it we publish prime source materialsuccessful work of translating the necessary
such as excerpts from Light on the Patliterature into Russian.
Upanishads, Books of Hermes, Taoist texts,
and classic Theosophicalworks by H.P.B.,  Yet, because of the economic difficulties
Annie Besant, Mabel Collins, H.(sic) Subban our country, everything becomes more and
Row, etc. more problematic. The Russian economy is
approaching a state of catastrophe, and
We also publish contemporary reinflation is an unstoppable avalanche. Prices
searchesin Theosophy, scientific works thar materials and services increase rapidly and
bring together the trends of modern sciensgeadily, and we are unable to do anything
and Theosophy, articles in comparatiweithout the needed funds. Bank interests are
religion, Theosophical prose and poetrywow so high that loans have become
materials on spiritual movements in the artsnpossible to obtain.
materials on the history of our movement, and
chronicles of the life and work of our Society  We cannot count on support from
today. successful organizations or businesses be-
cause they, too, find themselves in strained
Our magazine has an appendixin Engliglircumstances.
which would be of some interest to our friends
abroad. We would be happy to publish  Yet, in spite of all this, we hope for
materials from Theosophical publications improvement, because, if we continue to do
other countries. unselfish work for a noble purpose, we will not
be leftwithout help. This is how it always has
Presently, our Society strives toward laeen.
broader and more organized system of
distribution of the Theosophical literature. We have already registered our own
publishing company, Sphere, as a business
For example, in the largest Moscovowned by our Society, and by some
bookshop, long a stronghold of Soviet dogmayaneuvering will be able to publish two or
we now have our own department, in whicthree books by having them printed elsewhere.
we sell all those books that we manage Tanis will not bring any substantial return, but it
obtain. will at least make available a few more books
The goal of establishing our owrthatare so sorely needed.
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those Theosophists abroad who are more
The only solution that can rescue thexperienced than we. This has to do with the
Society will be the establishing of a securgroblem of establishing permanent, ongoing
small publishing house with a combination déctures and courses in Theosophy.
some computer and typographic equipment.
We are ready to receive here those
Butsofarthisis all justadream, becausecturers who would agree to help us in
the most basic equipment would now requigganning and organizing such courses. Inthe
more than a million rubles, far beyond ousame way, we are in need of methodological
resources. materials - instructional, educational materials
- related to study by mail, since we receive
Yet, if we can manage to achieve evanany letters from all over the country from
this, it would be of use to the entireghose whowantto study the fundamentals of
Theosophical movement, because we woultheosophy.
then be able to publishin any language, at far
lower cost than in Western countries. But the mostimportant thing that we can
count on is that from now on our sincere
An other goal, one of our main and not Soiendship will continue to weave those
easily attainable goals, is organizing a summntegartfelt threads of Light that connect us with
boarding school that would become a majdiheosophists everywhere.
educational and museum center of our
Society. Presently, we are negotiating for Our Motherland, Russia, has been
some property in the Crimea, near the Blaekaiting for this opportunity for such alongand
Sea, onwhichthere is already a building. Ifwaifficult time. And, for myself, | want to
succeed, that will be a great step forward. express, in the name of our Society, our most
sincere nd heartfelt sympathy and best wishes
Crimeais avery interesting place, fromt our friends worldwide, to all those who
Theosophical point of view, with centers o$hare our ideas everywhere.
ancientreligions, thousands of years old, and
Theosophical sites of the last century. Ifwe  Dmitry Popov
succeed inthis, itwillbe aninteresting location ~ Chairman ofthe Russian
for visits from our foreign friends,whomay  Theosophical Society
take aninterestin our work. Vostochnaya Street, 4, room 22
Moscow 10928, Russia
Speaking of this, we would like to (Translated by Aida Tulskaya).
mention one way in which we need help from
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Added note by Daniel Entin computers, printers, and a printing press. The
Director, Nicholas Roerich Museumgoal this year is to provide the necessary
computer equipment, which will cost approx-
319 West 107th, New York NY  imately ten thousand dollars. Please help with
10025 USA whatever you can.
Member of the Board of Directors
of the Russian Theosophical Society  Because itis impossible to send money
n Moscow. directly to anyone in Russia, all donations
should be sentto Nicholas Roerich Museum at
Thisis atale filled with the pain and griethe above address. These donations will
of suppression. Theosophists have sufferedimerefore be tax-deductible for the donor, and
Russiajust as so many millions of others havall be taken by hand to the Society in
suffered. It should bring great relief and joy tMoscow. The pleas by Mr. Popov may be
Theosophists everywhere in the world to sgelitely expressed, but they are urgent.
the rebirth of the Russian Society.

One mightthink, from the tale here told, an editorial apology
that the members of the Society are bitter and
attached to their past sufferings. The basic assumption for my editorial

) ) criticism of the administration at T.S.A.
Onthe contrary, this story is told only foheadquarters in Wheaton [HCT Mar. ‘93] has
historical perspective; these dedicated peopignly heen challenged in a letter from Austin
areworking for the future and are struggling Bee, current and retiring Northwest District
rebuild whathad been crushed. The greatngslactor. | had accepted as fact, without
for Russians now is to have the Theosophic@lrifying to my own satisfaction, Bing
material made available tothem. Escudero’s assertion that he had no way of
knowing of the deadlines for “candidates’

The printing presses mustwork overtimgatements” until reading of themin the Jan. ‘92
to produce the hundreds of thousands &fr, too late.

copies of each book thatis needed. For this
reason, the Russian Theosophical Societyis  As Austin pointed out, this information
striving to establish its own press. was published in the Nov./Dec. ‘92 issue of
the AT under the title “Society to Elect
I hope that all of us inthe more stable anckaders ...,” in which By-Law VI, Sect. 9
longstanding Theosophical communities witates that petitions must “reach the National
find ways to help them to achieve this. Secretary not later than January 15th.” The
Donations are needed to purchase
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deadline for publication of candidatestult,” reporting on the ongoing standoff
statements was also given as January 15 undetyeen U.S. Federal agents of the

the title heading. The information wa
) . .%]ureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and
therefore available to members with the arrival

of the Nov.'92 issue. If Bing had seen thEIréarms and the Branch Davidian Cult,
January issue, one might reasonably assum@he offshoot of the Seventh Day
had also received the AT for November. Adventist Church.

guestion here remains; did he?

_ With the theosophical world-view
My retraction of an argument based on

an unverified and false assumption is %c.quwed by. study  of .the Ancient
responsibility | clearly recognize and acceptVisdom, available to us in the form of
The Mahatma Letters to A.P. Sinnettand
Equally and perhaps more serious wasihe Secret Doctrine, we see that life is a

guestion the motives of the headquarters S@?(:hoolhouse, provided for those who
based on that false assumption. Clearly,

. o ra}c(lve chosen to incarnate on globe D of
retraction and apology in this case are due {0 _ o .
Austin Bee, Dorothy Abbenhouse and th&€ Earth Chain at this time. And it
Wheaton staff and they are hereby sincerdNovides each of us with the opportunities
given. and choices to “sign-up” for the classes

we need for our soul’s growth. Without

| also apologize to all readers of the Hig{he understanding that we return again

Country Theosophist for allowing unverified

and misleading allegationsto be publishedf’i‘~|d again to learn life’s lessons until we

shall continue to pursue the objective gittainthe wisdomto “graduate” fromthis
providing a forum for the free interchange develin our soul’'s education, there would
ideas inthe pursuit of Truth. 1am grateful the no basis for optimism. History thus

I r . ‘e . . ot ”
Slusser, ed waiting in line to “sign up for classes

providing the same lessons that some of
their brothers have just finished.

THE WACO STANDOFF

_ Two generations ago in Canada, the
The March 15, ‘93 issue Of Newsweek .
) same lesson was provided by Brother
features an article on “Secrets of the

Twelvet, and those of us who are wise
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enough to avoid this pitfall (probably cultfollowers to place their absolute trust

having learned it in a previous and loyalty in that “leader,” not to

appearance), can read about it in Johnmention worldly goods! This necessarily

Oliphant’s book. involve surrender of one’s own
judgement and intelligence.

The lessons to be learned in this

experience are summed up in the words Just the opposite are the requirements for

of the Ancient Delphic Oracle; “Man Chelaship as spelled out in the Mahatma

know thyself - to thine own Self be true Letters;

and thou canst be false to no man.”

“The fact is, that to the last and

- supreme initiation, every chela - (and
We must take the responsibility for our even some adepts) - is left to his own

own growth and welfare upon ourSelves. device and counsel. We have to fight our
Noleader,no Saviour, can do tforus. Sy, andihe aniaradage e
the lettet.” [M.L. 54- P. 309]

From the time in the middle of the End Note

Lemurian Third Root Race when mind 1. see HCT July ‘92 and CANADIAN THEOSOPHIST Nov.
was awakened; we attained to the ‘o1 for reviews. Published 1991 by Mc Clelland & Stewart,
knowledge of good and evil -- and the 481 university Ave, Toronto, Ont. M5G 2E9.

ability to choose, the responsibility for

our soul’s growth has since been ours.

pilgrimage to india
It was at this point that our evolution, [CONTINUED FROM MAR. HCT]
formerly driven by “natural impulse,” Letter 6 - November L7
, Hotel Cosmopolitan, Jammu
became hereafter determined “by self-
induced and self-devised efforts (checked Dearly beloved Marty,

by our karma).” §.D. I- p.17]

Well | arrived here via the Jhelum
Express on the Northern Railway, all safe and
sound with no mishaps of any consequence.

One characteristic all of these “cults”
have in common is a charismatic

“leader” and the enforced requirement of The train left New Delhi at 9:25 p.m. last
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nightand so, leavingthe YMCA at7 p.m., |
had to ride in the dark and used the leg light. My ticket was for first class, 2 tier

There is areal mystique about night time iNGeeper car but when the train arrived, the
tropical Asiatic city. The darknessis Warniy cars | could identify were 3 tier. |
and fragrant and along the streets here aﬂ}%gged my bags 150 yards from one end
there are small cooking fires like Jack-Ogfthe trainto the other but couldn’tfind my
lanterns or a campground. | have greatyy,  Finally | decided that the most
improved inroute finding in New Delhi annnortant thing was to get on the train, so
found my way to the New Delhi RR station ¢, ,ght my way aboard one of the second
withoutdifficuity. class 3tier cars. | gotaseatin the midst of

a group of Indian women travelling with
Once there, the usual games bega”-tﬂgirmen.

seemed reasonable to go to the information

counter, where | was directed to window 16, During the night | slept some, being
where_lntu_rn I’was directed toallne_atwmdo mmed into the bottom bunk head-to-
8-which didn't move atall for 40 minutes. Atqot with an Indian. When morning

this point another of the MASTER’S secCrefawned, we were passing through the
service agents disguised as a friendly youReghie of Punjab having rural farms
Indian came to my rescue and led me up afPﬁ'erspersed with small vilages and
down 3flights of stairs with my loaded bike t,~c5sional RR stations. Whenever we
the baggage clerk who said that “the cyclgonned at a station, the food vendors
must have a metal plate on it with my namgoyid come aboard the train crying “Chai
etc.” The problem was that the man thr(xgea), Puris (fried bread) and Nashtaa
makes the metal plates wasn't there. 'tt“m?&eakfast)." Since | was taking my food
0L_Jt that a piec_e of cardboard, hand 'etterﬁ%cautions to heart (perhaps too
with a stick, using watery ink would be ok. gerigusly), 1 decided tofast. Fortunately |
had with me snack cheeses and an apple

So | turned the bike over for the seriglom the plane plus the almond butter from
number, added that to the sign, snapped th&me which were a greathelp.

bags together, bungeed the sleeping bag to the

front panniers and staggered back up the three By 10 a.m. the countryside had
flights and down to track two. At this point 'changed, becoming somewhat arid and
discovered that | still had the YMCA r00Mqoking like terrain in the western US -
key. Back up the stairs and down the Staiﬁ%rhaps Colorado, New Mexico or
with the bags to find a mini-cab man and pa¥,jifornia. The ground was dry, with
himtenrupeesto retu_rn the key. One more t'f'H?lgated fields, and water courses were
up and down the stairs. rocky dry washes. Out of the right side
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windows to the north and west, could be seatrium in the center. My room faces the street
foothills of about 1000 feet looking somewhaind the bathroom, off the atrium, is an evil
like the California foothills above Pasadenasmelling disaster area, but | can cope.

Whenwefinally pulledintotheendofthe | had a very adequate vegetarian curry
line station at Jammu-Tawi, | got offand werdinner for 37.50 rupees at the restaurant
to the head end baggage car for my bike, kadjoining the hotel, with fresh pineapple juice
there was no bike on the car. | was relieveshd Chapatis (like tortillas). Thistime I'll be
whenthe RR official told me there was anothemarter and save some rice and chapatis for
baggage car at the rear of the train. the 8 hour bus trip to Srinigar tomorrow.

About 50 yards away | saw an Indian  The buses have a large rack on the roof
employee riding it around. [ finally got theand I'lllock and bungee the bike up there. The
panniers unsnapped, loaded the racks and &fper heavy lock and cable are peace of mind
the terminal for Jammu. | had quite atour of trend worth the extra weight.
city, asking directions to the Srinigar bus
terminal, and gathering the usual crowd The bus for Srinigar leaves at 7:30 a.m.,
whenever | stopped. solleftacall for 5:45. No restaurantis open

that early but I'm told | can have breakfast

Atthe bus complex were 50 buses or served in my room no earlier than 6:30 - which
with many destinations, crowds of people arghould be in time enough.
hotel hustlers. Fortunately | had gotten hotel
recommendations from the YMCA in New Mailing this letter will have to wait until
Delhiand had the names of three inexpensiiven settled in Srinigar.
hotels. The hustlers accost you saying, “Hotel,
very cheap, 150 rupees”. When you say, |love youMarty and hope you miss me.
“No, too expensive!”, they bargain down to
120. Namaste,

After much inquiry, | found the
Cosmopolitan Hotel with a nice spacious
room for 35 rupees (about $3). The hotel
rooms are all upstairs on thefirstfloor (in India,
the ground floor is not counted) and it was
necessary to carry the bike up a narrow
staircase and around a landing. The “first
floor’rooms are arranged around an open air
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Calendar

Fri. Apr. 10 Al Skrobisch leads ongoing study of Light on the
Charlene’s home Path, Volume IIl of Talks on the Path of Occultism.
Meeting begins with meditation at 7:00 p.m. Call
Charlene 757-7298 or Judy 477-4788 for location.
Fri. Apr. 24

Charlene’'s Home Same as for Apr. 10, above.

The chelais at perfect liberty, and often quite justified fro the standpgint
of appearances -- to suspect his Guru of being ‘a fraud’ as the elegant yvord
stands. More than that: the greater, the sincerer his indignation -- whgther
expressed in words or boiling in his heart -- the more fit he is , the bdtter
qualified to become an adept. He is free to use, and will not be held respor}sible
for using the most abusive words regarding his guru’s actions and orders,
provided he comes out victorious from the fiery ordeal; provided he reqists
every temptation; rejects every allurement, and proves that nothing, not pven
the promise of that which he holds dearer than life, of that most precious oon,
his future adeptship -- is able to sake him deviate from the path of truthjand
honesty, or force him to become a deceiver. K.H. [M.L. 30 - p. 228)
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